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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

      SRI Y.N.COLLEGE (A)  

NARSAPUR 

                                                

 2018-19 

One day International Workshop on “Eco Criticism” 
 

The Department of English of Sri Y N College (A), Narsapur organized a One-day International 

Workshop on “Eco Criticism” on 21
st
 February, 2019 in collaboration with Adikavi Nannaya 

University by inviting Christina Nichol (US) as Chief Resource person. Dr. K. Sree Ramesh, 

Professor of English, Special Officer, Tadepalligudem PG centre, Adikavi Nannaya University 

and Dr. D. Jyothirmai, Associate Professor of English, Principal In-charge, Arts College, 

Adikavi Nannaya University were invited as Resource persons. The Chief-Patrons, Sri GVK 

Rama Rao, Vice-President and Dr. C. Satyanarayana Rao, Secretary& Correspondent, Sri Y N 

College (A) inaugurated the Workshop. 146 delegates attended the workshop among them 

Research Scholars were 15, Faculty members from various colleges were 60 and Students were 

71. 

Chief- Resource Person 

Christina Nichol is a current Fulbright Scholar at Navdanya Biodiversity Farm in Dehradun. 

She has lived in sustainable communities in Kyrgyzstan and the republic of Georgia and has 

taught English and creative writing in Kazakhstan, South Korea, Kosovo, Russia, and the 

republic of Georgia, where her novel, Waiting for the Electricity, is set. Christina won a 2012 

Rona Jaffe Writer's Award and a gold medal in the 2015 California Book Awards. She was a 

2015 Philip Roth writer-in-residence at Bucknell University, taught at Interlochen School of the 

Arts in Michigan, and currently teaches environmental and cultural studies in the Hutchins 

School of Liberal Studies at Sonoma State University. 

In the Workshop Christina Nichol addressed the delegates and delivered inspiring speech on 

Eco-Criticism. She states that Eco Criticism is the youngest of the revisionist movements that 

have swept the humanities over the past few decades. It was only in the 1990s that it began to 

gain momentum, first in the US and in the UK, as more and more literary scholars began to ask 

what their field has to contribute to our understanding of the unfolding environmental crisis. 

Simply defined, Eco criticism is the study of the relationship between literature and the physical 

environment. Just as feminist criticism examines language and literature from a gender-

conscious perspective, and Marxist criticism brings an awareness of modes of production and 

economic class to its reading of texts, Eco criticism takes an earth-centered approach to literary 

studies. Despite the broad scope of inquiry and disparate levels of sophistication, all ecological 

criticism shares the fundamental premise that human culture is connected to the physical world, 

affecting it and affected by it. 
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CHIEF RESOURCE PERSON  

Christina Nichol 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chief Resource Person, Christina Nichol (US) addressing the delegates 

 

 

 

 

Members of English Department with Chief Resource Person, Christina Nichol (US) and 

Resource Person,  Dr. D. Jyothirmai, Adikavi Nannaya University, Rahamehendravaram 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

      SRI Y.N.COLLEGE (A)  

NARSAPUR 

                                                

 2019-20 
INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR on 

Social, Ethical, Cultural Values as depicted in Drama 

The Department of English of Sri Y N College (A), Narsapur organized International seminar 

on Social, Ethical, Cultural Values as depicted in Drama on 13
th

, 14
th

 December, 2019 under 

the Scheme of RUSA - 2.0 Scheme with the Financial assistance from Ch. S.D.St. Theresa‟s 

College for Women (A), Eluru, West Godavari Dist. A.P. by inviting Dr. Kohjoing Kim, Hindi 

Writer, South Korea as Chief Resource person. Prof. T. Viswanandha Rao, Department of 

English, AU PG centre, Kakinada, Prof. Rajendra Prasad, Registrar, Dravidian University, 

Kuppam, Dr. G. Chenna Reddy, Asst. Professor in English, Acharya Nagarjuna University, 

Guntur, and Prof. D. Jyothirmai, Department of English, AKNU, Rajamahendravaram, were 

invited as Resource Persons.  73 delegates attended the Seminar among them Research Scholars 

were 12, Faculty members from various colleges were 48 and Students were 13.  Among these 

73 participants 54 of them made 46 Paper Presentations (some papers being presented jointly by 

some), 19 were only participants.  

 

To add an international color to the Seminar there were two foreign Research Scholars from the 

Acharya Nagarjuna University, Guntur, who made their Paper Presentations. They are Khalifa 

Salem AL Kawash, College of Art, Sabrat University, Libia and Abdul-Hadri Dhiaa, University 

of Baghdad, Iraq.  Mr. T. Vinay, MPA (Master of Performing Arts) in Theatre Arts, JRF 

Qualified, University of Hyderabad, made the seminar a blend of the practical perspective of 

performing drama. 

 

Key Note Address 

Dr.T. Viswanadha Rao, Retired Professor of English,  Andhra University, Kakinada PG Center 

stated in his key note address that Ethics and Values denote the degree of importance of some 

thing or some action, with the aim of determining what actions are best to do or what way is the 

best to live. Value systems are proscriptive and prescriptive beliefs, they affect ethical behaviour 

of a person or are the basis of intentional activities.  Values can be defined as broad preferences 

concerning appropriate courses of our actions and their outcomes. Prof. Viswanatha Rao gave a 

panoramic view of the theme of the seminar freely carouting through the dramas written in 

English, Telugu, Hindi and Sanskrit, and in foreign languages like Japanese and Russian. The 

gathering was highly impressed and enjoyed the key note address. 

Resource Speakers 

Dr.J.S.R. Prasad, Professor, Central University, Hyderabad  discussed the two main types of 

drama i.e. tragedy and comedy, highlighting the fact that drama encourages one to think and act 



7 
 

creativity, thus developing critical thinking and problem solving skills that can be applied in all 

areas of learning. 

The speech of Dr. Ch.A. Rajendra Prasad, Professor of English, Dravidian University, Kuppam, 

addressed aspects and issues and questions regarding, if some values that are not clearly 

physiologically determined such as altruism, are intrinsic and whether some, such as 

acquisitiveness should be classified as vices or virtues. The speech was thought provoking and 

marvelous. 

Dr. Gujju Chenna Reddy, Associate Professor of English, and Head, Department of Education, 

and Director, International Students Cell, Acharya Nagarjuna University, Guntur, delivered his 

speech on Shakespeare's versatility and the issues of morality, ethics and values, illustrating from 

various dramas of the greatest western playwright. The resource lecture was on "Relevance of 

Shakespeare Today", it dealt with various issues of practical significance, and with various 

perspectives of drama and life. 

Certicate 
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INVITATION 

 

ORGANISING COMMITTEE  

 
Chair Person                          : Prof. T. Viswanadha Rao 

                                                 Department of English, A.U, P.G. Centre, Kakinda 

RUSA Co-ordinator              :S.M Maheswari, Vice- Principal& HOD of English,  

                                                Sri Y. N College (A), Narsapur                                                 

Program Convener &          : S.M Maheswari Vice- Principal & HOD of English 

Co-conveners                          Dr. K.V.R.B Varalakshmi, HOD of Sanskrit,  

                                                Sri K. Sushil Paul, HOD of English (PG)  

Dr. C.S Rao P.G Centre, Sri Y.N College (A), Narsapur 

Organizing Secretaries          : Dr. K. Nageswara Rao, HOD of Hindi & IQAC Co-ordinator  

                                                Sri Y. Venkateswara Rao, HOD of Telugu  

                                                Sri Y. N College (A), Narsapur   

Advisory Committee 

1. Sri G.V.K Rama Rao, Vice-President 

2. Dr. C. Satyanarayana Rao, Secretary & Correspondent, 

3. Sri P. Sri Rama Rao, Treasurer 

4. Dr. K. Venkateswarlu, Principal 

5. S. M. Maheswari, Vice-Principal 

6. Dr. R. Pardhsarathi, In-charge Director, Dr. C.S Rao P.G. Centre 

7. Dr. K. Nageswara Rao, HOD of Hindi & Co-ordinator, IQAC 

8. Dr. P. HariRamaprasad, HOD of Hindi, P.R  Govt. College(A), Kakinada 
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Chief Guest of the Seminar, Prof. T.Viswanadha Rao, Department of English, 

A.U.P.G. Center, Kakinada, is delivering Keynote Address 
 

 

 

Members of English Department with the Chief Guest, 

Dr. Kohjoing Kim, Hindi Writer, South Korea. 
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The Chief Guest, Dr. Kohjoing Kim, Hindi Writer, South Korea 

giving valedictory address  
 

 

 

 

Dr. C.Satyanarayana Rao, Secretary & Correspondent, Sri Y N College(A) 

 issuing certificates to the participants  
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Faculty and Research Scholars attended the Seminar  
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Dr. C.Satyanarayana Rao, Secretary & Correspondent, Sri Y.N College (A), Narsapur 

addressing the audience  
 

 

 

 

Dr. K.Venkateswarlu, Principal is Addressing the Gathering 
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Participants’ group photo 

Dr. Kohjong Kim, Renowned Hindi writer and critic, South Korea is also seen 

Certificate 
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Paper Clips 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

      SRI Y.N.COLLEGE (A)  

NARSAPUR 

                                                

2020-21 
NATIONAL WEBINAR on 

Teaching English Language and Literature Online in the Post COVID-19 

Scenario 
 

The Department of English of Sri Y N College (A), Narsapur organized National Webinar on 

"Teaching English Language and Literature Online in the Post COVID -19 Scenario" 20
th

 

June, 2020 through ZOOM in association with IQAC by inviting Prof. Ch. A. Rajendra Prasad 

(Former Registrar), Dravidian University, Kuppam and Dr. Mary Thomas, Dean & Professor, 

Dr. MGR University, Chennai were invited as Chief Resource Persons. 903 members including 

Professors, Associate Professors, Assistant Professors, Research Scholars, Lecturers and 

Students were registered and 646 members have given their feedback.  

 

 

RESOURCE LECTURE 1: 

 

Topic: Teaching Literature(s) in English and English Language Online: Realizing the Much 

Neglected Student-centeredness  

By: Prof Ch.A.Rajendra Prasad, Dravidian University, Kuppam, AP  

 

Prof. Prasad viewed COVID-19 as a „blessing‟ in disguise, as Online Teaching and 

Learning Literature and Language can shift the process from teacher-centered to student-

centered through various activities bringing the beauty and functionality of literature, and 

develop language skills at once. He felt we can realise this by (1) Overcoming Teacher-

centeredness (2) Introducing Professional Approach by teacher being more a facilitator, (3) 

Empowering student in three-dimensional way: aesthetics, critical and linguistics. Stressing 

importance of enhancing „student investment in the text and course organizations‟, he pointed a 

few challenges: (1) Accepting leisurely space students have in online mode, forgetting self-

indulgence, developing indulgence in students‟ responses. (2) Assign Team-work for a group of 

students on a poem/ drama/short story/novel/non-literary text/grammatical and/or discourse 

aspect and evaluate. (3) Showing models of appreciating a text – poem, drama, short story and 

novel, and allowing students to imitate, watch with indulgence responsively (4) Doing extra 

work remaining a facilitator, motivator, providing quality time for students. (5) Equipping 

teachers and students with technical help, sustaining the same. On Students‟ Readiness to utilize 

the opportunity of Student-centeredness, he asserted, online learning will increase their 

participation, self-indulgence and pro-activity, and make them ready to face the text. Student-

centeredness is desired especially since Teaching and Learning Literature and Language is 
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subjective and experiential, and since each individual learner has to appreciate the aesthetics and 

content subjectively, and relish experience of internalizing the text, knowledge and skills 

required. He viewed that the five principles of pedagogy, motivation, exposition, activity, 

criticism and imitation, can be better realized in this way. He concluded that even beyond 

COVID: 19, we should derive the full functional benefit out of blending virtual and physical, that 

is becoming the order of the day, and accepting new challenges and opportunities teachers and 

students should realise the higher-ends of Quality Research and Innovations. 

 
 

RESOURCE LECTURE 2: 

 

Topic: Etymological Transformation of Language in the Digital Era: An Overview of the 

Etymological Evolution of the English Language In the Digital World 

By:  Dr. Mary Thomas, Professor and Dean, Department of English, Dr. M.G.R University 

 

Dr. Mary Thomas observed „The Digital Arena of Hyper textual playfield for English‟ in 

the 21
st
 century and pressing times like Post-Covid 19 Scenario make English the main player, 

and here English Language professionals can excel: Volumes of mixed media surround us, yet 

all online actions begin and end with writing. Whether in mobile phones, laptops, computers, 

there is no online action without English Language. She noted new things always required new 

words and technological developments fed written and spoken language; that etymological 

evolution has been taking place from earliest times, but now in spurts and leaps. Saying 

Etymological transformation facilitates learning and expression, she delved into buried roots of 

some of digital age‟s most common terms. Emphasising “We need as English language 

facilitators to explore the fascinating histories behind new forms of slang, memes, text messages, 

and gaming terms”, she re-viewed some signs, symbols, emojis, emoticons, which became 

intrinsic part of language and various modes of expression. She said like Literature and 

Language, today Internet is a repository of knowledge”, and everything Cyber catches attention. 

Giving interesting etymological inventions, she illustrated “What signs tell?” with symbols like 

@, and “What‟s in a Name?” with best brands becoming world icons, tracing transformations 

from old garbs to new, from myths, legends, stories of gnomes, fairies, Avatars among exquisite 

pieces of literature from before Middle ages. Noting terms evolving during Covid-times are 

medico-mythological, she said there are a plethora of roots, origins, histories, evolutions, 

etymological transformations, and words are never what we think they are and say more than we 

realize. She concluded we can delve deeper, unearth a plethora of linguistically relevant digitally 

enthused words, think and ponder how best to use benefits of new technology for teaching and 

learning. 
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